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Evidence of intentional arson of the settlement in Popasna 

The indisputable proof of intentional actions of the Russian armed formations 

are the photo materials of consequences of the fire received by the Ukrainian 

side of the JCCC, around the settlement of Popasna (68 km. west of Luhansk 

city). According to the official data of the Ukrainian meteorological service, 

as of October 1-3, 2020, the western direction of the wind from the southeast 

and east, speed 4-6 m \ s, was recorded. 

Video and photo-fixation devices installed in this area, as of October 3, 2020, 

allow to assess the total area of fire to the north and south of the road T0504. 

Photos could be easily connected by direction and Google Maps coordinates 

to this road. The Google Maps also reveal the engineering equipment of 

advanced positions of the Russian armed formations. 

Based upon preliminary results of the analysis, it is possible to make the 

following conclusion: 

- a clear line of the fire front is visible (both on the north and south sides 

of the road), which starts in front of the positions of the Russian armed 

formations. This is possible only with simultaneous arson in several 

places and on one line. One accidental source of the fire is excluded, 
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because with this direction and strength of the wind, the front of the fire 

would have had visible small sources of fire expanding in the direction 

of the wind; 

- the line of fire begins at the level of the checkpoint of the Russian armed 

formations on the highway T0504 which is visible on the photo 

materials; 

- the fire was directed at the position of the Armed Forces of Ukraine and 

posed a threat to the civilian population of the residential area of 

Popasna. 

For reference: according to the Law of Ukraine "On Combating Terrorism", 

terrorism is a socially dangerous activity, which entails deliberate use of 

violence by taking hostages, arson, murder, torture, intimidation of the 

population and the authorities or other encroachments on life or health of 

innocent people or the threat of committing criminal acts in order to achieve 

criminal goals; 

The situation is very difficult as the fire spread to almost 10,000 hectares of 

land during just one day. Eleven settlements, including those in the immediate 

vicinity of Severodonetsk, were caught in a fire circle. 

The first outbreaks of fire were recorded on the border of Schastia - Lobachevo 

- Lopaskine - Triokhizbenka. The nature of the epicentres of fire and their 

spread indicate a deliberate arson, as the fire appeared in several places at once. 

The most difficult situation is along the demarcation line from Stanytsia-

Luhanska to Severodonetsk, where fires threaten 22 settlements. 

Outbreaks of fire - 6 (eliminated-2, localized -3): 

Casualties: 9 people died from fire, (residential areas of SYROTYNE-5, 

RAYHORODOK-1, VORONOVE-2, MURATOVE-1) 17 people were 

hospitalized. 

 

 



ROF – Russian occupation forces; UAF – Ukrainian Armed Forces









Video is available under the link:
https://www.facebook.com/backandalive/videos/vb.346164665540977/630591714487837/?type=3&theater

https://www.facebook.com/backandalive/videos/vb.346164665540977/630591714487837/?type=3&theater


Photo: the Stanytsia Luhanska EECP - the only EECP from / to the temporarily occupied part of 
Donbas, that had previously operated in normal mode.



Photo: the Stanytsia Luhanska EECP - the only EECP from / to the temporarily occupied part of Donbas that had 
previously operated in normal mode.


